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Syndication

See our Syndication video as we use real examples to illustrate this concept.

For demonstrating how to syndicate content we will be placing Flexible (or Flex) Content Items on a Basic
Page. For more on all things Flex Content, please see our AskAthena articlesp. There are also Short Session

videos on each of these.

What is Syndication anyway?

Syndication is pretty complex, but here is an easy way to think about it: there is something that is already
created that you want to display in another spot, usually as a way to advertise or share it.

Syndication has three very basic parts to it:
o What to share
o Where to share it

o How to get it shareable

What to Share - This is called Syndicatable Content. This is any Event, Announcement, News article, or
Story on our website.

Where to share it - By using Flex Content Items on a different page, we can display a small list of select
Syndicatable Content. This small list usually displays each item in what we call a Teaser. Teasers typically
consist of a title, image and other brief information like a date or location.

How to get it shareable - By using certain settings on the Syndicatable Content, like tags or display theme,
we can get the item to easily appear in another spot.

First, let's talk about the difference between WHAT we want to share and WHERE we want to display it.

Any Event, News, Story or Announcement page that we can


https://askathena.brynmawr.edu/help/drupal

DISPLAY somewhere else is called Syndicatable Content.

This is WHAT we want to display somewhere else.

When we think of pages, we think of all the content on that page. This is the full display of the page.
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But there is another way to display that content around the site, which is called aTeaser Display. You see
these displays anytime you see the Events or the News listing pages.

These Teaser Displays usually have an image, a title and maybe some other bit of information that acts as a
link to the full display of the page.

News Teasers

News teasers are seen on listing pages, like: https://www.brynmawr.edu/news, 1 as well as on pages that
use a News 3up Flex Content Item.


https://www.brynmawr.edu/news,

News 3up

Manually selected articles about books
Donec faucibus risus ut accumsan tincidunt. Donec vitae lectus vitae nibh condimentum ultricies. Pellentesque porta mi diam, sit
amet egestas eros consectetur id. Duis aliquam consectetur ligula, in scelerisque quam pellentesque ac. News Home

COMRADES!

Mar 9,2022 Mar 9, 2022 Feb 24,2022
Memoir by Liz Scheier ‘00 Earns Provost Tim Harte’s Book Wins New Book by French's Julien
Rave Reviews > Award > SuaudeauReviewedin'Le
Monde’ >
Events teasers

Event teasers are seen on listing pages, like: https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/latest/events, g as well as
on pages that use a Events 3up Flex Content Items.

Morning

Events Home

2025 2025 2025

10:00am - 2:00pm 10:00am - 4:00pm 11:00am -12:00pm

A Taste of Bryn Mawr Scholarship: Family Portraits > Campus Tour: Architecture of the
Explore I_Experlennal and On Campus College >

Academic Endeavors > See complete list at registration. On Campus

On Campus See complete list at registration.

See complete list at registration.

The teaser displays are used to pique interest in the items you choose to share on a page in this way.


https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/latest/events,

Story Teasers

Story teasers are seen on listing pages, like: https://www.brynmawr.edu/stories, g as well as on pages that

use a Story 3up Flex Content Item.

Story 3up

this is the intro text for the Story 3up element

Stories Home

Undergraduate Student

Alumnae/i
AmandaBlatz '23 EunaPark 14
Interned with The Borgen Project

&

"Seeing Bryn Mawr students always
pursue their unique passions has pushed
me to seek out roles and experiences that I
would not traditionally apply to.”

Don't let the comfort of having a cushion
brevent you from growing. Experience isn't
Jjust a matter of years you've worked; it's
what you've learned and how that can
change where you go moving forward.

Read Euna's Story

New Faculty

Barbara Domingues Bitarello
New Faculty

&

Over the next few years, my research aims
will remain centered on investigating the
genetics of underrepresented human
ancestries—e.g., African, Latin American
—and to use computational tools to
understand the interplay between
evolutionary processes and complex
disease/phenotypes.

A Closer Look at 360" Course Clusters

<&

Interdisciplinary Studies

Pictured: Students in the 3607 Textiles in Context, which provided a
muiltidisciplinary approach to the technical analysis, historical
interpretation, and museum display of early Byzantine textiles.

‘ Learn About Courses ‘

Teaser Displays are the vehicle for displaying this


https://www.brynmawr.edu/stories,

Syndicatable Content on the site.
This is WHERE we want to display our Syndicatable Content

These teasers are seen in things like theNews Listing Page g or the Events Listing Page 1, as well as Flex
Content Items added to a page, like on our All Content Basic Page.

Flex Content Items can be part of most page types we can create on our site, though we usually place them
on Basic Pages.

Flex Content Items used to display Syndicated Content are basically small display lists made up of Teaser
Displays.

These Specific Flex Content Items have the type of content to be displayed in their name. This makes it
easy to remember what these items will display. These are the Flex Content Items:

FLEXIBLE CONTENT [ Announcement 4up
Add WYSIWYG * | to Flexible Content
Add Accordion ° Event 3up
Add Announcement 4-up
Add Callout
Add Carousel o NeWS 3up
Add Columns
Add Contact
ndd Fmbed ¢ News+Contact
Add Event- 3-Up
Add Feature: Grid
Add Feature:- Large L4 Story 3Up
Add Feature- Medium
Add Feature: Quote
Add Image Detail: Large 4 Story 1up

Add Image Gallery

Add Image |ist

T This is the Flexible Content that you can add when you edit or create Basic
Add News & Contact Pages, fOI’ example.

Add People: List

Add Social Media: Callout
Add Social Media: Connect D
Add Special List: Large

Add Special List: Small

Add story: 1-Up

Add Story: 3-Up

TAGS AND THEMES

Now, I'm sure you are wondering HOW an Announcement, Event, News article, or Story created days or
weeks ago by someone else can be used by you on your page.


https://www.brynmawr.edu/news
https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/latest/events
https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/offices-services/library-information-technology-services/projects-partnerships/web-services/drupal-guides/basic-page-style-guide
https://www.brynmawr.edu/node/add/page

This is where Tags, Display Themes and Flex Content Item teaser display rules come together.

First, we will talk a little about Themes

Each type of Syndicatable Content that you create has some settings for Themes, though you've likely

never even thought about it because they have default settings so they at least show up in the right place.

There are two Theme settings in any Event, Announcement, News or Story Syndicatable ltem page, a MAIN

theme and a DISPLAY theme.

v THEME(S)

Inside Bryn Mawr v
This is the theme where content is based; the content will carry this theme's
header, footer, and other design elements.

Display Theme(s) |
[J Marketing
Inside Bryn Mawr
] Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
] Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research

[ Postbaccalaureate Premedical Program

These are themes where content can be set to additionally appear, in
feeds /displays set up for this purpose.

¥ THEME(S) & OPTIONS

Main Theme *

Marketing v

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research

Postbaccalaureate Premedical Program
Marketng

Inside Bryn Mawr
(J Graduate School of Arts and Sciences

(J Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research

Web Stewards won't be able to change the Main theme at all. However, if you author a lot of content on
Grad or Postbac themes, you can request the Theme Editor role.

Theme Editor

Certain Web Stewards can be assigned a supplemental role of Theme Editor if they are working to
create and edit content for any of the Graduate Schools or Postbac.

If you find you need this supplemental role, please reach out to either Communications
communications@brynmawr.edu or Web Services help@brynmawr.edu to have your request granted.

What can this supplemental role do? This role of Theme Editor will allow you as a Web Steward to
additionally set the Main Theme field for content you are able to create and edit.

Web Stewards can setDISPLAY themes. You can also ask Communications to help with those settings.

When Web Stewards author content, by default, the Main theme is set to Inside for Basic Page,
Announcements and Events and the Main theme is set to Marketing for News and Story.

Note how they will appear greyed out and unable to be selected/deselected.



v THEME(S)

Main Theme *
nside Bryn Mawi v

This is the theme where content is based: the content will
carry this theme's header, footer, and other design
elements.

Display Theme(s)
Inside Bryn Mawr
(J Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
(J Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research
(J Postbhaccalaureate Premedical Program

These are themes where content can be set to additionally appear,
in feeds/displays set up for this purpose.

Back to Top *

So, what are these Theme things and why are there different
Kinds?

The Main Theme can be considered your Syndicatable Item's home base.

This is where your Syndicatable Item will “live” and it also dictates what theme your Syndicatable Item will
have.

Main Theme *
Inside Bryn Mawr v

This is the theme where content is based; the content will carry this theme's
header, footer, and other design elements.

So, if you visit a page on the GSAS part of the siteg, you will notice it has the GSAS theme, with the GSAS
logo and menus.

Likewise, if you visit a page on the Inside part of the siteg, you will notice it has the Inside Bryn Mawr logo
and Inside theme and menus.

When you notice the logo and top menu, you are noticing parts of the Main Theme of that page.

The Display Theme(s) dictate what other themes your Syndicatable Item can "visit" or be displayed in - this
includes being displayed in other Listing Pages (like the socialwork News listing page, for example) or Flex


http://lits.knowledgeowl.com/#top
https://www.brynmawr.edu/gsas/student-support/international-travel-registry
https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/offices-services/library-information-technology-services/projects-partnerships/web-services/drupal-guides/basic-page-style-guide

Content Items that can display Syndicated Content.

Display Theme(s)
[[] Marketing
Inside Bryn Mawr
[C] Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
[[] Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research

[7] Postbaccalaureate Premedical Program

These are themes where content can be set to additionally appear, in
feeds /displays set up for this purpose.

Syndication illustration

So, for example, | may have a News article that | want to display in the GSAS theme and the Marketing
theme. | would have to make sure that those Display theme options were selected when | make my News
article.

Here, we see that my Hilde Nelson article has a Main Theme of Marketing, but to get it to display on the
GSAS News page, | would need to set its Display Theme to GSAS when I'm making that Hilde Nelson News
article. You can see in the display of the page that my article has a "College News" label, to indicate that its
Main Theme is NOT the GSAS theme.

v THEME(5) & OPTIONS

Main Theme *

Marketing v
This is the theme where content is based; the content will carry this theme's header, footer, and
other design elements.

Display Theme(s)
Marketing
Inside Bryn Mawr
I Alumnae Bulletin
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
") Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research
| Postbaccalaureate Premedical Program

These are themes where content can be set to additionally appear, in feeds /displays set up for this purpose



Jun é,2025 Mar 13, 2025 Feb 27,2025

GSAS: Going with the Flow > GSAS Student Hilde Nelson GSAS: ALastingLegacy >

Presents at Major Art History
Alumnae Bullefin s Alumnae Bulletin
Symposium >

College News

Once | create a new page for the GSAS area of the site and make a News 3up on it, | can confidently know
that my News Article will actually display as a teaser in that News 3up Flex Content Item that | place on my

page.

Likewise, if you know Social Work would be interested in advertising your event, you could tag your event
Social Work and have the GSSWSR option checked in the display theme.

If you can't figure out how to set a Display Theme or need Syndicatable Content, like an Event, to have a
specific Display Theme, please contact Communications - communications@brynmawr.edu.

Tags are important!

The Tags field is a setting for Announcements, Events, News and Story that helps the website categorize
the content for display.

Generally, tags are what assemble listing pages like the Staff Events tagged listing page:
https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/latest/events/tagged?tags=40411 and the Environmental Studies
Articles tagged listing page: https://www.brynmawr.edu/news?tagged=4181p for example.

The Display Theme and Tags can work together to pull the desired content into a
display on a page.

If, for instance, the Postbaccalaureate Premedical ProgramDisplay Theme isn't set in an Event that is using
a Health Professions Advising tag, it may not display on a Postbac page that has an Events 3-up using the
Health Professions Advising tag.


https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/latest/events/tagged?tags=4041
https://www.brynmawr.edu/news?tagged=4181

TAGS

+ Postbaccalaureate Premedical Program v
& Health Professions Advising v
+ - None - v

Add another item

R WP i T LV TR R N o PR R

* THEME(S)

Display Theme(s)
Marketing
Inside Bryn Mawr
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research
Postbaccalaureate Premedical Program

These are themes where content can be set to additionally appear. in feeds/displays set up for this purpose.

If you can't find a relevant Tag or need Syndicatable Content, like an Event, to have a specific Tag, please
contact Communications - communications@brynmawr.edu.

Flex Content Items and Syndicated Content

Let's break down how we can use the Flex Content Items to DISPLAY that News Article or Event on any
Basic Page on the site.

By adding a Flex Content Item of your choice, like Announcement 4up, Event 3up, News 3up,
News+Contact, Story 3up or Story 1up you are expecting to use a Flex Content Item to display some
Syndicatable Content

On the back end, there are some rules that help display the Teaser of your Syndicated Content in the Flex
Content Item of your choice.

To learn more about how to add an Announcement 4up, Event 3up, News 3up, News+Contact, Story 3up or
Story 1up to a Basic Page please see our other how-to articles and videos for those topics. By following
those instructions, you can add a flex content item to any of the following types of pages: Basic Page,
Events, News, Office/Services, or Story.

For now we will speak in general terms, as all those Flex Content Items have similar fields and display rules.

Flex Content Display methods

For each of these Flex Content Items, you can choose how to grab the Syndicated Content. This is the
Display method.



Generally speaking, there are two methods to display items:
e Using a Tag
e Manually selecting Syndicated Content Items from a list

An example of an Announcement 4up showing both the tag and the manual display options available to use:

Tag Selection

- None - v

v MANUAL SELECTION
Select Announcement items

You can select up to 4 content items (4 left).

Display Behavior Factors
Generally speaking, the expected display for these flex content items relies on some basic factors:
e Published Date or Event Date
e Tag
e Display Theme of Syndicated Content
o This is set in your actual Announcement, Event, News article, or Story

e Main Theme of Basic Page with that Flex Content Iltem on it - this should match the Display Theme of
your Syndicated Content.

These factors are used by rules set in the code to help display the Syndicated Content in a Flex Content
Item.

Display Rules

These are the Display Rules the code follows for either a tag or a manual display method.
TAG ONLY

If you use TAG ONLY to display Syndicated Content Items, the following rules apply:

1. Items will ONLY show on a Basic Page when the Syndicated Content’s Display Theme matches the
Basic Page's Main Theme.



6.

7.

. Items will ONLY show on a Basic Page if the Syndicated Content's Tag matches the Tag you selected

in your Flex Content ltem.

. The Tag Only method works for future Events only. If you want to display a 3-up of past events, it

must be one of manual selection.

. It's good to use Event 3-Up by tag to highlight future events. If a tag has no upcoming events, the

entire flex content item will not display on the page until there are more future events.
1. This means that if it is OLDER than today (like yesterday) it will NOT show

2. If NO Events with that selected TAG has a date greater than (>) today the ENTIRE Flex Item will
NOT show

. For Announcement, News, and Story, the Flex Content Item (News 3up, Announcement 4up, etc) pulls

the latest pieces of content by descending date order.
If Items exist for that TAG, but are unpublished, they will NOT show

If NO Items have that selected TAG the ENTIRE Flex Item will NOT show

Here are a few examples of Flex Content Items that are only using the tag to display the teasers.



Announcement 4up

This is an Anncuncement 4up intro field. You can bold, italicize and link text here.

This Week’s Language Table Schedule >

Practice a foreign language in an informal setting while you eat! See full schedule at
the link.

EV Chargers on Campus >

Bryn Mawr College has installed EV chargers in two locations on campus. Visit the link
to learn more.

Emergencies & Incidents >
Need more information about what to do if you are hurt at work? Visit the EHS

webpage to find out about emergencies, non-emergencies, available medical
providers, injury reporting and more.

Virtual Holiday Food Drive >
Join Bryn Mawr's Student Athlete Advisory Committee in donating to our food drive

this heliday season! We are now accepting donations with all preceeds being donated
to Ardmore Food Pantry.

Announcements Home

Nov 26, 2023

Nov 17,2023

Nov 16,2023

Nov 16,2023

Story 3up

This is the intro to story 3up. Try not to make it too long, though this

is an optional field Stories Home

2 F
Undergraduate Student Alumnae/i

Amanda Blatz '23
Interned with The Borgen Project

& <

"Seeing Bryn Mawr students always She describes the College as “a gift of
pursue their unique passions has four years where I could focus on myself
pushed me to seek out roles and and my friendships and my academic
experiences that I would not interests. ... So by the time that I was
traditionally apply to.” out in the ‘real world,” I was already
fully formed, and I wasn't going to
change because of patriarchy.”

Molly Seavy-Nesper "12

Alumnae/i

Graduate Student

Olivia McAuley
Physics Ph.D. Student

<

"I study the orbital changes of the stars
by looking at the action angles. I am
currently in the process of adding a
cluster to my simulation that is located
at this Lagrange point and putting the
cluster in different environments to see
what happens to the orbits of these
stars.”




Test Event 3up

This is using the tag "President’s Office Coffee Hour" More Events

News 3up manual

intro for news 3up manual Text can be bold, italic or linked. Try not
to make it too long, though this is an optional field

MNews Home

9:30am-10:30am
) Community Coffee Hour >

On Campus
Qld Library (Campus Community Only)

2025

9:30am-10:30am
Community Coffee Hour: Office
of Civil Rights and Title IX >

On Campus
Old Library (Campus Community Only)

2025

9:30am -10:30am
Community Coffee Hour >

On Campus
Old Library {Campus Community Only)

MANUAL ONLY

Aug 24, 2025
Changes to SEPTA Service >

College News

Jul 30,2025

Cultural and religious holidays AY
25-26 >

College News

May 27,2025

Announcement of Dean of
Graduate Studies and New
Associate Provost >

College News

If you use MANUAL ONLY to display Syndicated Content Items, the following rules apply:

1. Items will show on ANY themed Basic Page despite the Syndicated Content's Display Theme settings.

2. The time-based rule for display is ignored by the system, therefore, use of MANUAL Selection renders
the Flex Content Items static and evergreen but not dynamic. Manually selecting items will require
manual upkeep to keep content fresh as these will not update on their own. This content can quickly
grow stale unless you continually EDIT the Flex Content ltem.

MANUAL ONLY EXAMPLE:



News 3up

Manually selected articles about books

Donec faucibus risus ut accumsan tincidunt. Donec vitae lectus vitae nibh condimentum ultricies. Pellentesque porta mi diam, sit

amet egestas eros consectetur id. Duis aliquam consectetur ligula, in scelerisque quam pellentesque ac. News Home

a memoir

iZ SCHEIER

Mar 9,2022 Mar 9, 2022 Feb 24,2022

Memoir by Liz Scheier ‘00 Earns Provost Tim Harte’s Book Wins New Book by French's Julien

Rave Reviews > Award > SuaudeauReviewedin 'Le
Monde' >

As you can see, these events are listed on the page even though this screenshot was taken in November.
Because these are being pulled into this Event 3up display using the Manual Display Option, they will be
there until we edit this Event 3-up and change these for fresher ones.

More Button

When using these Flex Content Items, you will get a black CTA (Call to Action) button that usually says
something like "More News" or "More Events"” and will direct folks to the main listing page for those type of
items (News or Events, etc)

There are, generally speaking, multiple methods to link to More content for those flex content items,

e Tags - When you use Tags to pull in some content the More Button will take you to a tagged listing
page of those type of items (News articles or Events, or Announcements, etc).

e Manual - If you ONLY Manually select items, your More Button will take you to the main listing page
for that type of item, this listing page will match the Main theme that the Basic Page your Flex Iltem
More Button is on.

e Custom CTA - There is also the ability to Customize the CTA so you could make people go to a
Department’s page, or to a Registration Page, for example.

This Custom Link/CTA has a URL field and a Text Field that you would fill in.

Adding a Custom CTA will override the default CTA behavior of either Tag or Manual approach.

So, for this example, we have a more button that goes to /nfo From the President’s Office



Test Event 3up

This is using the tag "President’s Office Coffee Hour" Info romthe

President’s Office

9:30am -10:30am
Community Coffee Hour >

On Campus
Old Library (Campus Community Only)

9:30am -10:30am

- " - e " -

RECAP

To recap what we covered:

e Syndicatable Content is any Event, News, Story or Announcement. This is WHAT we want to display
as a Teaser somewhere else

e Specific Flex Content Iltems added to a page will be the vehicle for displaying these Teasers These
can be added to any of the following types of pages: Basic Page, Events, News, Office/Services, or
Story. This is WHERE we want to display our Syndicatable Content

e Tags and Display Themes are some of the factors that determine HOW the Syndicatable Content’s
Teaser Display appears, according to the Display Rules for these Flex Content ltems.

Hopefully this helps you understand the WHAT, WHERE and HOW of syndicating content to other areas of
the site.

If you would like to learn how to add an Announcement-4up, Event-3up, News-3up, News+Contact, Story
1-up or Story 3-up please watch our videos and read our articles on those topics.



More Flex Articles

Please see the https://askathena.brynmawr.edu/help/drupal g page for all Drupal articles. Also visit our
Drupal Training Videos page for links to all our available videos.

Please note that some Flex Content items require training and possibly special permission levels.

As with anything on the site, if you are unsure what the item is, how it looks or how to best utilize it, please
see our sample pages Basic Page with all contentp and News article with all contentp or reach out to
Communications for guidance at communications@brynmawr.edu.

Please note, there are corresponding training videos available that cover some of the items in these articles.
Some items may require increased permission levels and special training. Please reach out to
Communications for guidance at communications@brynmawr.edu.

Back to Top *

Still need Drupal help? Have more Drupal questions?

If after reading this article or watching the training videos you still have questions, we can help!
Sign-up for any of our Drupal Drop-ins throughout the year.

Schedule a Drupal training session for you or your whole department with our Drupal Trainer.

Questions?

If you have any additional questions or problems, don't hesitate to reach out to theHelp Desk!

Phone: 610-526-7440 | Library and Help Desk hoursp
Email: help@brynmawr.edu | Service catalogp
Location: Canaday Library 1st floor


https://askathena.brynmawr.edu/help/drupal
https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/offices-services/library-information-technology-services/web-services/drupal-guides/basic-page-style-guide
https://www.brynmawr.edu/news/news-all-content-web-services-all-styles
http://lits.knowledgeowl.com/#top
https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/offices-services/college-communications/website-management/drupal-drop-ins
https://scheduler.zoom.us/andrea-kaldrovics
https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/offices-services/library-information-technology-services/hours
https://td.brynmawr.edu/TDClient/Requests/ServiceDet?ID=201

